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Governments have 
Found a New, Cheap 
Way to Improve 
Peopleôs Lives

Thaler, R. This Data Isnôt Dull. It Improves Lives, March 12, 2011, 
New York Times

Instructions:

ÅTake data various 
government agencies have 
already collected and post 
it on - line (tip: post it in an 
easy to use format )

ÅWait (you wonôt have to 
wait very long)

ÅPrivate sector gets busy 
reformatting the data to 
create new web sites, 
smart phone apps, etc. 

ÅPublic now has access to 
innovative, helpful new 
tools 



U.S. Governmentôs Open Government 
Initiative http://www.whitehouse.gov/open

ÁMemo on Transparency and Open Government issued by 
President Obama on Jan. 21, 2009 
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/pdf/E9 -1777.pdf

Â Government should be TRANSPARENT

Â Government should be PARTICIPATORY

Â Government should be COLLABORATIVE

ÁOpen Government Directive (Dec. 8, 2009) 

Â Directs agencies to take specific actions (includes deadlines)

Â http://www.whitehouse.gov/open/documents/open -government-
directive

Â Creation of Data.gov web site
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Data.gov Users & Uses
Core Users Use Avenues for  

Interaction 

General Public Thegeneralpubliccanusethe platform to downloaddatasets.

The general public can also discover and access Federal data via third-party visualizations, 
applications, tools or data infrastructure.

Website, Tools 
(Agency-Provided 
and Third Party)

Application 
Developers 

Application developers can develop and deliver applications by leveraging the raw data, APIs or 
other methods of data delivery.

APIs, Third-Party 
Data Infrastructure

Government 
Owners

owners can expand access to and leverage data from their public sector partners to enhance 
service delivery, drive performance outcomes and effectively manage government resources.

Website, Tools 
(Agency-Endorsed)

Data 
Infrastructure 
Developers

Data infrastructure developers can increase the utility of Data.gov by enhancing its search 
capability, metadata catalog processes, data interoperability and ongoing evolution.

APIs

Research 
Community

The research community can help unlock the value of multiple datasets by providing insight on a 
plethora of research topics. 

Website, APIs

Data 
Infrastructure 

Innovators

Existing entities and new ventures developing innovative data and application offerings that 
combine public sector data with their own data.

Website, APIs, Bulk 
Downloads

http://www.nhgri.nih.gov/


Data.gov specialized sub -site:  
Health.Data.Gov

http://www.nhgri.nih.gov/


U.S. Government Now Offers Prizes

Challenge.gov is 
a place where 
the public and 
government can 
solve problems 
together 

http://www.nhgri.nih.gov/


http://www.nhgri.nih.gov/


National Institutes of Health

ÁLargest financial 
backer of basic 
biomedical research 
in the world

ÁMission: Uncover 
new knowledge that 
will lead to improved 
public health by 
conducting and 
supporting research 



ÁTop biomedical research institution in U.S.

Á27 Institutes, Centers and Divisions (ICDs)

Á2010 budget: ~$32 Billion

ÁExtramural (univ., hospitals, etc.) = 60,000 awards to 3,000 
organizations worldwide per year

ÁIntramural (on campus) = 18,000+ employees; 5,000 MDs 
and PhDs; 2000+ intramural R&D projects

Â Collaborate w/ public and private sector scientists

Â 100s of technologies & inventions available for licensing

Getting to Know 
the National Institutes of Health

http://www.nhgri.nih.gov/

