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New open government policies



Directions and Priorities for Government ICT



NZ Government ICT Direction 2, October 2011



NZ Declaration on Open and Transparent 

Government, 15 August 2011

“Today the Government is releasing 
a declaration that clearly sets out 

our expectation that agencies 
should release all non-personal and 
unclassified data with high potential 
value for re-use," Finance Minister 

Bill English says.



http://ict.govt.nz/programme/opening-

government-data-and-

information/declaration-open-and-

transparent-government
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Call to release high value public 

data
Central 

government must:

commit to actively 
releasing high 

value public data 
for release

discuss plans 
with portfolio 

Ministers

report on 
progress to 

portfolio Ministers

Wider government 
encouraged or 

invited to:

commit to actively 
releasing their 

high value public 
data for release



Apply NZ Data and Information 

Management Principles

Open

Protected

Readily Available

Trusted and 
Authoritative

Well Managed

Reasonably 
Priced

Reus
able



NZGOAL – licensing

Creative Commons Attribution BY licence is the 

default licence preference for copyright (Crown 

or „regular‟ works)

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/nz/


NZGOAL - open access

Use clear

“no-known rights” statements for non-

copyright materials



Apply NZGOAL Review and Release 

process

Copyright-related rights 
evaluation

Evaluation of restrictions

Re-use rights selection

Application of licence 
or no known rights 

statement

Moral rights check

Format 
selection

Relea
se



Top level governance

Cross-government Data 
and Information Re-use 

Chief Executives 
Steering Group must:

Present an 
aggregate report to 

ICT Ministerial 
Committee annually 

from March 2012



Encouraging innovation



New businesses & services

LINZ Data Service – provide geospatial data as a free web service

Koordinates - host government data

DigitalNZ - aggregate digital content

NIWA - provide tools for assessing data

Zoodle – open data powers their Property Information Portal

InfoConnect – connects developers with NZ‟s traffic monitoring systems

Re-use of Land Environments NZ data

http://data.linz.govt.nz/
http://koordinates.com/
http://koordinates.com/
http://digitalnz.org.nz/
http://digitalnz.org.nz/
http://www.niwa.co.nz/
http://www.zoodle.co.nz/
http://www.zoodle.co.nz/
https://infoconnect.highwayinfo.govt.nz/opencms/opencms/InfoConnect/access.html
http://koordinates.com/






Government accountability 

increased

Data.govt.nz

Legal re-use provided by
NZGOAL

Requirements for 
data.govt.nz designed by 

the community

Chief Executives‟ 
expenses disclosed

Community services 
contracts released and 

mapped

http://www.data.govt.nz/
http://ict.govt.nz/guidance-and-resources/information-and-data/nzgoal
http://ict.govt.nz/guidance-and-resources/information-and-data/nzgoal
http://wiki.open.org.nz/Data.govt.nz
http://wiki.open.org.nz/Data.govt.nz
http://www.data.govt.nz/search/SearchForm?Search=CEexp0111-0611&action_doCustomSearch=
http://www.data.govt.nz/search/SearchForm?Search=CEexp0111-0611&action_doCustomSearch=
http://www.contractmapping.govt.nz/
http://www.contractmapping.govt.nz/
http://www.contractmapping.govt.nz/


Greater participation in policy 

development

Consultation on the National 
Environmental Standard 

(NES) for plantation forestry

NZ Data & Information 
Management Principles

http://www.mfe.govt.nz/laws/standards/forestry/index.html
http://www.mfe.govt.nz/laws/standards/forestry/index.html
http://www.mfe.govt.nz/laws/standards/forestry/index.html
http://wiki.open.org.nz/Main_Page
http://wiki.open.org.nz/Main_Page
http://wiki.open.org.nz/Main_Page




Wider use of state-funded 

research

NIWA‟s CliFo (climate 
data) accessed by 

individuals, and 
government and 

private entities for 
new uses

Forestry Companies 
use LUCAS (Land 
Use and Carbon 

Analysis System) to 
calculate plantation 
forests productivity

http://cliflo.niwa.co.nz/
http://data.govt.nz/dataset/show/869






New programme of guidance 

and advice for agencies as they 

apply the Declaration



Practical advice

Definitions

Addressing barriers

Working with champions

Identifying centres of 
excellence

Preparing reporting 
methodology

Working with the open 
data community

Understanding what data 
users want

Joint training

Preparing case studies 
and lessons learnt

Working with local 
government



Builds on earlier policy work

Barriers to the re-use of 
structured data

Mandates for releasing 
information and agency 

capability

#nzdata workshops: solving 
real world problems, using 

NZ government data

Metadata standards survey

http://ict.govt.nz/library/Paper_re_Statutory_and_Cabinet_mandates.pdf
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http://ict.govt.nz/library/
http://ict.govt.nz/library/
http://ict.govt.nz/library/
http://ict.govt.nz/library/
http://ict.govt.nz/library/
http://ict.govt.nz/library/


Next steps

From 
‘informing’

To ‘engaging’
To 

‘participating’






